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Policing Eras
In the eyes of history, every single department in the United States government has a development history, and the police department isn’t left out. Specific to the police department is policing. Policing in American history has evolved a time in history referred to as the policing eras. The first three eras of policing lead to more significant transformation and exponential developments in police roles. These three considerable eras are the Political Era, the Reform Era, and the Community Era. This evolution is better understood through the scope of seven characteristics, Authorization, Function, Organization, Demand, Environment, Tactics, and Outcomes (Marenin, 2018, p. 12).
First, the Political Era is identified as the first era of policing with roots dating back from the 1840s. With the political era came the onset of the bona fide police agencies in America. Mentioning this era comes with the mentioning of the great industrial revolution. During this time, the African-Americans saw an end to slavery and the gaining of their rights as citizens. Another factor that is entitled to this era is the formation of big cities, all the major cities in the United States were recognized in this period. Moreover, the creation of larger cities resulted in high crime rates, and thus the establishment of police departments in larger cities such as the New York Police department (Marenin, 2018, p. 16).
 	The political era was the period that witnessed remarkable growth in American history. The industrial revolution and abolition of slavery saw the setting into motion the political era. As the name suggests, this period was the time of politics and policing were limited. Thus new laws were formulated into the constitution. It was only men that were allowed into the police profession. Additionally, black men were not hired as policemen until the late 1800s. The Civil Rights Act of 1875 was ruled unconstitutional, and no more black policemen were seen until the 1950s. This era was characterized by corruption and brutality until the Reform Era (Morey, 2021, p. 4).
The reform Era was majorly driven by a police chief, Chief august Vollmer in Berkeley, California. Chief Vollmer is considered the pioneer of police professionalism. He formulated many beliefs about policing that are still revered today. He believed that officers through policing were social workers who needed to look into the causes of social issues rather than just arresting the cause. He thus brought about the investigation to find out the reason behind offenders' actions to rehabilitate them. Thus forensics was acquired in investigations, and through him, the development of the School of criminology at the University of California at Berkeley came about.
From the Reform Era came the Community Era, which lasted from the 1980s to 2000. The 1960s and the 1970s saw a more incredible rise in crime rates. There were also massive unrests, which led to the need for change in policing issues. Race issues during the Civil rights movements created a deadly scope between police and Black Americans. Thus, this area saw that the works of police were not well handled unless the community also chipped in. community problems were noted to be the cause of crimes, such as disputes between neighbors, crime, and drug lords’ infiltrations. These issues dwelt within the community, and to root them out did not require police work alone but also solving the community issues (Morey, 2021, p. 6).
Thus problem-oriented policing was brought about to effect other community policing. As community policing was problem-focused, problem-focused protecting defined the process that was geared to finding the solution. This era also saw research being utilized in criminal crimes. Thus many changes in the working of police officers were significantly transformed in the first three eras. The police thus became more civil through policing.
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